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advantage in place of a passion for public service, and forgets
that his first duty is, not the conserving of himself and his
class, but the conserving of the community* Almost the
whole of the Conservatives of Ireland were especially engaged
during those twenty years in the grossest form of self-pre-
servation, that which will not cease from any cruelty which
will bring immediate profit; and we are entitled to say that
our forefathers, who shamefully misused their power in those
twenty years, are directly chargeable with all the miseries
and misfortunes, the barbarities and sickening atrocities,
which, since then, have made Ireland notorious among
nations*
The record which Mr* O'Connor sets out in his book makes
terrible reading* Less than eighty years separate us from
that time, yet it seems such misrule and tyranny could only
have happened in the Dark Ages. In twenty-one years,
1849-1870, nearly two and a half millions of people fled
from Ireland to America and Australia, of whom seventy-five
per cent* were between the ages of fifteen and thirty-five.
In seven months of the year 1863, 80,000 persons, mostly
young men and women with strong limbs and stout hearts,
left Ireland probably for ever, leaving behind them the ailing,
the weak, and the aged* And they took with them bitter
memories of suffering and wrong that have raised almost
insuperable barriers for English welfare in many parts of the
world* Thousands of men and women, of all ages, were
evicted from their homes at a moment's notice in the interests
of a theory of political economy*
Nassau Senior was the apostle of pastures and fat beeves
and muttons, and his statistical soul rejoiced as the records
of emigration grew* There was more joy in his heart over
one bullock than over thirty men, and he sighed for the day
when he might journey through the country and see herds
of cattle and hardly a man* Ireland was then, and probably